
THE WASHINGTON COALITION FOR GIFTED EDUCATION! NO. 4

WAGIFTED@EARTHLINK.NET         NORTHWESTGCA@GMAIL.COM     PRESIDENT.WAETAG@GMAIL.COM!

Gifted Education Day
February 11, 2011
The Columbia Room, Legislative Building, Olympia    9am - 2:30 pm

Learning Without Limits

Follow us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/wagifted or on our blog at http://wcge.wordpress.com

1. Meet in small groups at a convenient location and time to hold a “Contact Your Legislator” party.  The 
 meeting need not be exactly on February 11 but we recommend as close to that date as possible. Some 
 things you can do as a group are:

 • If you do not already know who your Legislators are and what district you reside in, go to
  http://apps.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/Default.aspx and fill in the boxes. You will get the Find 
 Your Legislator page and links to all three of your Legislators.

  • Use the links you get to send emails to your Legislators directly from this site. Be sure to identify 
 yourself as a constituent and give your address. Try to keep your email to only one subject and to  keep it 
 short. If you make a specific request, request a response.

 • Use the Legislative Hot Line to place calls to your Legislators - 1.800.562.6000. Because the operators 
 on the hot line take down your message by hand and them transmit it electronically to the Legislator, we 
 recommend that you prepare your message in advance. Identify yourself as a constituent. Keep your 
 message short and focused on only one idea.

 • For longer messages, write an actual letter to your Legislator and mail it to him. The links you got 
 from the Find Your Legislator Page will also give you a mailing address in Olympia.

 •Make your messages individual. Too many messages reading exactly the same will be discounted.

2. If you have already established a relationship with a Legislator through prior meetings or  correspondence, 
 you may wish to phone directly. Phone numbers are on each individual Legislator  page. You are likely to 
 reach the legislative assistant so prepare your message in advance.

3. Phone advocates who are not able to join your small group and urge them to make contact with their 
 Legislators. Hand them a copy of this information flyer if you meet in person or email it on.

What can you and other advocates in your area do if you can’t get to Olympia for Gifted 
Education Day on February 11, 2011? Here are some ideas.

Parents saved the highly capable program. Hundreds and hundreds 
of emails to legislators from parents statewide made the difference. 
        Representative Reuven Carlyle, blog posting January 20, 2011
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