Highly Capable Programs
Effective
September 1, 2011

Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5919
Sec. 1
(3) The instructional program of basic education provided by each school district
shall include:
(g) Programs for highly capable students under RCW 28A.185.010 through 28A.
185.030.
Sec. 2
(10) In additional to the allocations otherwise provided under this section, amounts
shall be provided to support the following programs and services:
(c) To provide additional allocations to support programs for highly capable
students under RCW 28A.185.010 through 28A.185.030, allocations shall be based
on two and three hundred fourteen one-thousands percent of each school district’s
full-time equivalent basic education enrollment. The minimum allocation for the
programs shall provide resources to provide, on a statewide average, 2.1590 hours
per week in extra instruction with fifteen highly capable program students per
teacher.
Sec. 8
Sections 1 through 3 of this act take effect September 1, 2011.

RCW 28A.185.010
Program — Duties of superintendent of public instruction. (Effective September 1,
2011.)
Pursuant to rules adopted by the superintendent of public instruction for the administration of
this chapter, the superintendent of public instruction shall carry out a program for highly capable
students. Such program may include conducting, coordinating and aiding in research (including
pilot programs), disseminating information to local school districts, providing statewide staff
development, and allocating to school districts supplementary funds for additional costs of
district programs, as provided by RCW 28A.150.260.

RCW 28A.185.020
Funding. (Effective September 1, 2011.)
(1) The legislature finds that, for highly capable students, access to accelerated learning and
enhanced instruction is access to a basic education. There are multiple definitions of highly
capable, from intellectual to academic to artistic. The research literature strongly supports using
multiple criteria to identify highly capable students, and therefore, the legislature does not intend
to prescribe a single method. Instead, the legislature intends to allocate funding based on two
and three hundred fourteen one-thousandths percent of each school district's population and
authorize school districts to identify through the use of multiple, objective criteria those students
most highly capable and eligible to receive accelerated learning and enhanced instruction in the
program offered by the district. Access to accelerated learning and enhanced instruction through
the program for highly capable students does not constitute an individual entitlement for any
particular student.
(2) Supplementary funds provided by the state for the program for highly capable students
under RCW 28A.150.260 shall be categorical funding to provide services to highly capable
students as determined by a school district under RCW 28A.185.030.

RCW 28A.185.030
Programs — Authority of local school districts — Selection of students.
Local school districts may establish and operate, either separately or jointly, programs for highly
capable students. Such authority shall include the right to employ and pay special instructors
and to operate such programs jointly with a public institution of higher education. Local school
districts which establish and operate programs for highly capable students shall adopt
identification procedures and provide educational opportunities as follows:
(1) In accordance with rules adopted by the superintendent of public instruction, school
districts shall implement procedures for nomination, assessment and selection of their most
highly capable students. Nominations shall be based upon data from teachers, other staff,
parents, students, and members of the community. Assessment shall be based upon a review of
each student's capability as shown by multiple criteria intended to reveal, from a wide variety of
sources and data, each student's unique needs and capabilities. Selection shall be made by a
broadly based committee of professionals, after consideration of the results of the multiple
criteria assessment.

(2) When a student, who is a child of a military family in transition, has been assessed or
enrolled as highly capable by a sending school, the receiving school shall initially honor
placement of the student into a like program.
(a) The receiving school shall determine whether the district's program is a like program
when compared to the sending school's program; and
(b) The receiving school may conduct subsequent assessments to determine appropriate
placement and continued enrollment in the program.
(3) Students selected pursuant to procedures outlined in this section shall be provided, to the
extent feasible, an educational opportunity which takes into account each student's unique
needs and capabilities and the limits of the resources and program options available to the
district, including those options which can be developed or provided by using funds allocated by
the superintendent of public instruction for that purpose.
(4) The definitions in Article II of RCW 28A.705.010 apply to subsection (2) of this section.

RCW 28A.150.220
Basic education — Minimum instructional requirements — Program accessibility
— Rules. (Effective September 1, 2011.)
(1) In order for students to have the opportunity to develop the basic education knowledge and
skills under RCW 28A.150.210, school districts must provide instruction of sufficient quantity
and quality and give students the opportunity to complete graduation requirements that are
intended to prepare them for postsecondary education, gainful employment, and citizenship.
The program established under this section shall be the minimum instructional program of basic
education offered by school districts.
(2) Each school district shall make available to students the following minimum instructional
offering each school year:
(a) For students enrolled in grades one through twelve, at least a district-wide annual
average of one thousand hours, which shall be increased to at least one thousand eighty
instructional hours for students enrolled in each of grades seven through twelve and at least one
thousand instructional hours for students in each of grades one through six according to an
implementation schedule adopted by the legislature; and
(b) For students enrolled in kindergarten, at least four hundred fifty instructional hours, which
shall be increased to at least one thousand instructional hours according to the implementation
schedule under RCW 28A.150.315.
(3) The instructional program of basic education provided by each school district shall
include:
(a) Instruction in the essential academic learning requirements under RCW 28A.655.070;
(b) Instruction that provides students the opportunity to complete twenty-four credits for high
school graduation, subject to a phased-in implementation of the twenty-four credits as
established by the legislature. Course distribution requirements may be established by the state
board of education under RCW 28A.230.090;

(c) If the essential academic learning requirements include a requirement of languages other
than English, the requirement may be met by students receiving instruction in one or more
American Indian languages;
(d) Supplemental instruction and services for underachieving students through the learning
assistance program under RCW 28A.165.005 through 28A.165.065;
(e) Supplemental instruction and services for eligible and enrolled students whose primary
language is other than English through the transitional bilingual instruction program under RCW
28A.180.010 through 28A.180.080;
(f) The opportunity for an appropriate education at public expense as defined by RCW 28A.
155.020 for all eligible students with disabilities as defined in RCW 28A.155.020; and
(g) Programs for highly capable students under RCW 28A.185.010 through 28A.185.030.
(4) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to require individual students to
attend school for any particular number of hours per day or to take any particular courses.
(5) Each school district's kindergarten through twelfth grade basic educational program shall
be accessible to all students who are five years of age, as provided by RCW 28A.225.160, and
less than twenty-one years of age and shall consist of a minimum of one hundred eighty school
days per school year in such grades as are conducted by a school district, and one hundred
eighty half-days of instruction, or equivalent, in kindergarten, to be increased to a minimum of
one hundred eighty school days per school year according to the implementation schedule
under RCW 28A.150.315. However, effective May 1, 1979, a school district may schedule the
last five school days of the one hundred and eighty day school year for noninstructional
purposes in the case of students who are graduating from high school, including, but not limited
to, the observance of graduation and early release from school upon the request of a student,
and all such students may be claimed as a full-time equivalent student to the extent they could
otherwise have been so claimed for the purposes of RCW 28A.150.250 and 28A.150.260.
(6) Nothing in this section precludes a school district from enriching the instructional program
of basic education, such as offering additional instruction or providing additional services,
programs, or activities that the school district determines to be appropriate for the education of
the school district's students.
(7) The state board of education shall adopt rules to implement and ensure compliance with
the program requirements imposed by this section, RCW 28A.150.250 and 28A.150.260, and
such related supplemental program approval requirements as the state board may establish.

Funding for 2011-2013 as provided in E2SHB 1087

NEW SECTION. Sec. 511. FOR PROGRAMS FOR HIGHLY CAPABLE STUDENTS
"
General Fund--State Appropriation (FY 2012) . . . .$8,741,000
General Fund--State Appropriation (FY 2013) . . . $8,794,000
TOTAL APPROPRIATION.........……."
"
"
$17,535,000
The appropriations in this section are subject to the following
conditions and limitations:
(1) Each general fund fiscal year appropriation includes such
funds as are necessary to complete the school year ending in the
fiscal year and for prior fiscal year adjustments. "
(2)(a) For the 2011-12 and 2012-13 school years, the
superintendent shall allocate funding to school district
programs for highly capable students as provided in RCW 28A.
150.260(10)(c). In calculating the allocations, the
superintendent shall assume the following: (i) Additional
instruction of 2.1590 hours per week per funded highly capable
program student; (ii) fifteen highly capable program students
per teacher; (iii) 36 instructional weeks per year; (iv)
900 instructional hours per teacher; and (v) the district's
average staff mix and compensation rates as provided in sections
503 and 504 of this act.
"
(b) From July 1, 2011, to August 31, 2011, the
superintendent shall allocate funding to school districts
programs for highly capable students as provided in section 511,
chapter 564, Laws of 2009, as amended through section 1409 of
this act."
(3) $85,000 of the general fund--state appropriation for fiscal
year 2012 and $85,000 of the general fund--state appropriation
for fiscal year 2013 are provided solely for the centrum program
at Fort Worden state park.

