
 

 

February 6, 2019 

Members of the Senate Early Learning & K-12 Education Committee:  
 
I'm asking your support for SB 5354: Concerning Programs for Highly Capable Students. 
SB 5354 makes several targeted adjustments to existing law to correct problems that make 
Washington's current highly capable program inequitable.  
 
In 2017, the legislature required districts to prioritize the identification of low income students. 
Existing referral and screening processes are not sufficient to meet that goal. SB 5354 will fix 
that. SB 5354 will address inadequacies in our teacher preparation and professional 
development requirements. SB 5354 aims to ensure that students are not kept from receiving 
an appropriate education because their parents cannot provide them transportation to testing or 
to school. SB 5354 will also ensure that our education professionals have the knowledge they 
need to design and implement programs that reach every student who needs them. 
 
Others submitted testimony demonstrating that the changes suggested in this bill are having the 
intended impact in districts who have taken the lead in addressing equity. Universal screening is 
resulting in the identification of students who better resemble district populations as a whole. 
Professional development does result in educators who can better design programs that more 
equitably identify and serve our highly capable students.  
 
Of no less importance, SB 5354 will also provide OSPI the staff needed to support districts as 
they work to address inequities and monitor this element of basic education. Changes made to 
the highly capable program creates questions in our districts. OSPI has a single half time 
person to answer all those questions, support the professional development of our educators, 
review district plans for their programs, and review district compliance with those plans. They’re 
working hard to do the impossible, but we’re asking them to do all that and more. That same 
half time person is also responsible for compiling and distributing demographic data on the 
students receiving highly capable services.  
 
You want to see if the dollars you are investing in this program have the desired results. The 
most recent enrollment data on the OSPI website today is from 2013-2014. In 2013-2014, highly 
capable services were transitioning from an optional program, offered in about two-thirds of our 
districts, and mainly in grades three through seven, to a mandatory program that was required 
to identify and serve students from kindergarten through twelfth grade. There have been 
significant changes to the program since the last data was compiled and made public, and it is 
essential that OSPI have the staff to provide you a report on how those changes are impacting 
the students we are serving. 
 
We hope we can count on you to help us ensure every student who needs highly capable 
services is identified and served with the education they need. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David Berg 
President 
Washington Coalition for Gifted Education 


